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learner-centered methods. In parallel with these changes, creativity has
received greater attention and has become a critical factor in fostering critical
thinking, problem-solving, adaptability, and innovation. From this
perspective, questions arise regarding the effectiveness of contemporary
learning approaches and their focus on creativity and its development. This
study aims to investigate the extent of this relationship within contemporary
learning approaches to evaluate their efficacy in nurturing creativity. The
research adopts a qualitative approach and employs inductive reasoning. The
required data were collected through document analysis as one of the
techniques of library studies. The analysis was conducted based on content
analysis using MAXQDA software. The findings revealed that each
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Extensive transformations in the global
community have heightened the importance
of the quality of educational systems.
Consequently, traditional learning
approaches require revision in line with
rapid and ongoing changes. This trend has
led to a growing inclination toward more
dynamic and learner-centered learning
models within educational approaches. In
light of these changes, the necessity of
equipping learners with skills that go beyond
mere learning and transmission of
information has become increasingly
evident, placing the cultivation of creativity
at the core of educational studies and has
become a vital factor in fostering critical
thinking, problem-solving, adaptability, and
innovation.

Contemporary  learning  approaches
emphasize not only educational content but
also active learning, learner-centered
environments, educational technologies, and
the development of creativity and critical
thinking. Scholars of critical thinking have
long argued that adult learning requires
opportunities for continuous growth and
transformation and the valuable learning is
the one which strengthens creativity.
Therefore, creativity—as a foundation for
innovation and a means to improve
educational quality—plays a key role in
enhancing educational productivity,
nurturing talents, and supporting cognitive,
emotional, and social development. It is also
considered one of the essential skills for
lifelong learning and adapting to the
changing world. The cultivation of creativity
should be considered among the main goals
and priorities of learning approaches, not
only as a process, but also as a necessary
product for the economic and social progress
of society. Nevertheless, current curricula
often lack sufficient opportunities to foster
this potential. From this perspective,
questions arise about the effectiveness of
contemporary learning approaches and the
extent to which they emphasize creativity
and its development.

The present study aims to explore the
relationship between contemporary learning

approaches and the cultivation of creativity.
It seeks to evaluate the effectiveness of these
approaches in fostering creativity and to
expand the theoretical understanding of the
connection between new learning methods
and creative processes. Moreover, it
emphasizes the necessity of viewing
learning as a dynamic and interactive
experience in which creativity plays a
fundamental role and can contribute to the
design of productive and motivating learning
environments.

Method

This study employed a qualitative research,
and data were collected through document
analysis, one of the primary techniques in
library-based research. First, to examine the
position of creativity within learning
approaches more precisely, the core
indicators of creativity were extracted based
on the perspectives of contemporary
scholars in the field. Priority was given to
theorists who had published written and
academic works on creativity. The extracted
criteria were first coded through open
coding, followed by axial and selective
coding, using computer-assisted content
analysis techniques with the software
MAXQDA 2024. The main indicators of
creativity were then identified. After
extracting creativity criteria, the most
common contemporary learning approaches
were identified based on existing literature,
definitions, key characteristics, and their
limitations. The characteristics of these
approaches were then compared in terms of
their  attention to  creativity-related
components to determine the extent to which
each approach addresses features that
contribute to creativity development.

Findings

Due to the complexity of the concept of
creativity, it was analyzed into
comprehensible and influential factors
within its developmental process. These
include encouraging flexibility, ideation
ability, fostering motivation, strengthening
risk-taking, curiosity and exploration,
imaginative capacity, flow, self-assessment
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and openness to critique, processing ability,
problem-solving skills, application of
thinking skills, and the ability to collaborate
and communicate. The most prevalent
contemporary learning approaches that have
gained prominence in recent decades were
also identified. These include Communities
of Practice, Transformative Learning,
Experiential Learning, Three-Dimensional
Learning, Expansive learning, Lifelong
Learning, Holistic Learning, Gamification-
based learning, Blended Learning, Flipped
Classroom Learning, Social and Emotional
Learning, and Personalized Learning. To
assess which learning approaches promote
creativity, the study examined the existing
correlations  between the fundamental
characteristics of contemporary learning
approaches and the key criteria of creativity.
Findings indicate that Gamification-based
learning, Transformative Learning, and
Experiential Learning Approaches provide
the most favorable conditions for creativity
development compared to other
contemporary learning frameworks. These
three approaches pay particular attention to
fostering motivation, encouraging curiosity
and exploration, immersion in tasks (flow),
enhancing self-evaluation and openness to
feedback, processing capability, flexibility
in thinking and action, problem-solving
skills, critical thinking, risk-taking, and
collaborative engagement.

Discussion and Conclusion

The study proposes adopting an integrative
and interaction-based approach that
encompasses a broader set of criteria to
strengthen creativity. This approach enables
learners not only to acquire knowledge and
skills across various domains but also to
focus on the enhancement of creativity and
to apply multiple components contributing
to its development. By utilizing the
complementary strengths of each learning

approach, the integrative model creates a
multi-dimensional and synergistic
framework. Such a model preserves the
distinct identities and advantages of
individual approaches while offering
stronger and broader support for creativity
components.
The main advantages of the integrative
model include:
- Broader coverage of creativity
dimensions and indicators,
- Increased learner motivation and
active participation
- Strengthened self-assessment and
openness to feedback
- Asafe space for risk-taking and idea
experimentation
- Improved problem-solving and
critical thinking abilities
- Optimal use of modern technologies
for flexible learning
- Better adaptation to learners’
diverse needs and educational
structures
Nevertheless, the role of the educational
system in determining the trajectory of these
approaches is highly significant. The
educational system—through its structured
design from preschool to higher education as
well as non-formal education—defines
overarching goals that determine which
approaches should be adopted and under
what constraints they should operate. Thus,
although new educational approaches serve
as effective tools for creativity development,
their success depends on the alignment with
the overall objectives of the educational
system.

Keywords:  contemporary learning,
creativity, cultivating creativity, education,
learning approaches
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. convergent learning

. divergent learning

. assimilator learning

. accommodator learning
. fluency

. flexibility

. originality

. elaboration

. Kolb's Learning styles
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